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Haley calls for tax cuts, better roads
Governor: Eliminate
6-percent bracket
Amanda Coyne

New organization to
colonize in Fall 2014

ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley
called for infrastructure and K-12
education reform while pledging to
cut income taxes and keep the gas tax
at its current level during her third
State of the State address Wednesday
night.
“ M o r e t h a n 1, 0 0 0 o f S o u t h
Carolina’s bridges are either loadrestricted or structurally deficient,”
she said. “First and foremost, it’s
a public safet y issue. The citizens
of South Carolina deserve to drive
on roads that aren’t littered with
potholes and on bridges they know
won’t fall down.”
S h e c o m p a r e d t h e s t a t e ’s
“crumbling infrastructure” to the
recent influx of manufacturing jobs
from major companies and called for
their repair to “match the quality of
the companies that manufacture in
our great state.”
She rejected an increase in the gas
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Gov. Nikki Haley delivered South Carolina’s State of the State address Wednesday.
tax to fund these repairs, however.
“Why would we raise the gas tax
to i mprove i nf rast r uc t u re when
all the gas tax dollars we currently

collect don’t go to improving our
infrastructure?” Haley said.
She instead proposed directing
STATE ● 2

Diverse organizations recruit
students at fair

Hannah Jeffrey

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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Despite the ominous clouds that
lo o m e d o v e r c a m p u s at a r o u nd
12:15 p.m. Wednesday, the Student
Organization Fair on Greene Street
was in full swing.
Upward of 70 clubs manned booths
lining both sides of the street in front
of Russell House, as hundreds of eager
students browsed the tables, looking
for clubs to join, as well as some free
merchandise. Hip-hop and rap music,
courtesy of the Rik-a-Sha dance club,
added to the upbeat atmosphere.
Some organizations set up camp
with large tents and coverings, while
others displayed trifold boards on
tables and awaited their potential new
members.
With dozens of clubs of all types, the
organization fair had options for almost

any student imaginable, whether their
interests were jumping out of a plane
with the Flying Gamecocks Skydiving
Club or learning to speak Mandarin
with the Chinese Language Club.
From ser v ice sororit ies to club
Q u idd itch a nd f rom St udent
Government to the Carolina Surf
Club, organizations provided endless
opportunities for students to take part
in groups on campus.
Ye t , t o t h e d i s m a y o f m a n y
enthusiastic students, the cloudy skies
opened up around 1 p.m., and a brief
but heavy rain shower drenched many
of t he fairgoers and organizat ion
leaders. While several clubs packed up
and went home, a few die-hards, along
with those fortunate enough to have
set up tents, stayed behind, willing to
brave the rain in order to recruit a few
more members.

Online programs get high rankings
Virtual graduate
education school
No. 5 in nation
Sarah Ellis

SELLIS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Tw o U S C o n l i n e
g r adu ate prog r a m s a re
recog n ized i n t he 2013
U . S . N e w s & Wo r l d
R e p o r t ’s B e s t O n l i n e
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3 sororities
vie for place
on campus

Education Programs list,
which was released earlier
this week .
The university is ranked
No. 5 in the nation among
the top online master’s in
education degree programs
and No. 28 among online
master’s in eng ineering
degree programs.
The list rates programs
based on faculty credentials

a nd t r a i n i ng, st udent
services and technolog y,
student engagement and
admissions selectivity.
T he USC C ol lege of
E d u c at io n f ou nde d it s
on l i ne deg ree prog ra m
in 20 05 , w it h a c u rrent
en rol l ment of 391
st udent s. T he on l i ne
program offers a total of
four master’s of education

deg rees: educat ional
administration, teaching,
educational technology and
higher education business
adm in ist rat ion. The
college was rated highly
in the student engagement
and admissions selectivity
components.
Col lege of E ducat ion
D e a n L e m u e l Wa t s o n
RANKINGS ● 4

After five months of work, the
Office of Fraternity and Sorority
Life has chosen three fi nalists in
its search to add another sorority
to the USC campus.
Pi Beta Phi, Alpha Omicron
P i a nd A lph a X i Delt a w i l l
be considered for a Fall 2014
colon izat ion, sa id Chelsea
O steb o , c h a i r wom a n of t he
Sororit y Cou ncil’s extension
committee.
The extension process was
opened w it h a vote f rom t he
presidents of USC’s ex ist ing
Pa n he l le n ic C o n f e r e n c e i n
A u g u s t , j u s t b e f or e f or m a l
recruitment began. The approval
of additional extension after the
colonization of Alpha Gamma
Delta came due in part to the
consistently rising number of
women going through sorority
recruitment and the growing
sizes of existing chapters, with
some exceeding 300 members.
“The next sororit y at USC
really needs to be strong because
our chapters have such a large
size, and we really need to take
the pressure off of them,” said
Ostebo, a fourth-year marketing
st udent a nd for mer Soror it y
Council president.
T he e x ten sion com m it tee
chose the three organizations
out of many others based off a
set list of criteria designed to
f ind a sororit y that would be
successful at USC.
“We created several factors
that are very important to us,
such as alumnae support in the
area, academics, their prevalence
in the SEC and how they would
be able to handle t he size of
ou r c h apter s wa s e sp ec ia l ly
important to us,” Ostebo said.
Alpha Omicron Pi and Pi Beta
Phi are both prevalent in the
SEC. Two-thirds of the SEC
have Alpha Omicron Pi chapters
and USC is the only school in
the SEC without a Pi Beta Phi
chapter. Alpha Xi Delta has only
one chapter in the SEC but two
in South Carolina: one at nearby
Newberry College and another
at Coastal Carolina University.
While the soonest colonization
could take place is Fall 2014, that
is not the only time one of these
organ izat ions could come to
campus.
“We can select up to all three
organizations if we want to bring
t hem all to campus,” Ostebo
sa id. “ T he y wou ld colon iz e
in alternat ing years, along a
timeline that works both for us
and their organization.”
Pi Beta Ph i a nd A lpha
Omicron Pi both have history
at USC. Pi Beta Ph i’s Sout h
Ca rol i na A lpha chapter wa s
chartered in 1927 and closed in
1985. While no longer an active
chapter, many of its alumnae are
in South Carolina and former
Grand President of Pi Beta Phi
Sarah Rut h “Sis” Mullis is a
member of the South Carolina
Alpha Chapter.
A lpha Om icron Pi’s Delt a
Phi chapter was active at USC
from 1937 to 1977. After a failed
at tempt at rei nst allat ion, it s
charter was revoked in 1983.
All three organizations were
required to have a plan to build
SORORITY ● 4

Tropical Grille

Tête-à-tête

USC to face LSU

The new Main Street
eatery serves up
exotic, freshly made
Cuban meals to
Columbia at reasonable prices.

The Daily Gamecock
brings back a Carolina
tradition with two opposing views on Mississippi’s controversial
new abortion law.
See page 5

The Carolina Coliseum will host its
first official college
basketball game
since 2002.

See page 6

See page 8
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In Brief.
Five Points bar reaches
$975,000 settlement in suit

Juvenile facing charges
for alleged car theft

West Columbia taco shop
profiting from ‘racist’ shirts

Jake’s Bar and Grill reached a $975,000 settlement
in a lawsuit after footage from video cameras showed
a young man being served in the establishment then
later hitting and killing a pedestrian in Five Points.
Justin Timmerman, 24, was hit by a SUV, driven
by 24-year-old William Holt Carlen, while crossing
Harden Street in Five Points May 5, The State
reported.
Timmerman’s father brought the lawsuit against
the bar, claiming the bar had overserved Carlen,
whose blood-alcohol content was .20, more than
twice as much as the .08 legal limit for driving.
Dick Harpootlian, attorney for Timmerman’s
father, learned while investigating the case that
Jake’s had 16 cameras recording footage of its
customers and told The State the video evidence
was “a tremendous help in this case.”
A February court date is scheduled for Carlen,
who is facing the criminal charge of felony DUI.

A 14 -year-old crashed a stolen car in
the early hours of Wednesday morning,
revealing himself as serial car thief, WLTX
reported.
Sher if f L eon L ot t told W LT X t h at
officers received a call concerning an autotampering at Longcreek Drive at around
3 a.m. When the officers arrived, the two
suspects fled the scene of the break-in in a
stolen black Honda Accord. In pursuit, the
Honda crashed, where the 14-year-old was
arrested. The second suspect escaped.
The juvenile is responsible for at least 10
car break-ins and thefts, Lott told WLTX.
He is charged with t wo counts of grand
larceny, two counts of theft and failure to
stop for blue lights.

A West Columbia taco shop is cooking
up controversy — and business — after
pictures of what some have called “racist”
T-shirts in their store went viral. Since
the shirts were featured on The New York
Times, CBS News and websites like the
Huffi ngton Post, Taco Cid has sold 400 of
the shirts, at nearly $40 apiece, that read
“How to catch an illegal immigrant” over an
animal trap with a taco underneath.
O w ner L e a n ne Snelg rove told T he
State that one of the largest groups that
purchased the shirts were border patrol
agents in Texas.
The shirts have also drawn protesters to
the restaurant for nearly a week, The State
reports.
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STATE ● Continued from 1
more of the money raised through
the gas tax to bridge and highway
repair as well as investing existing
revenue into the projects.
Haley lauded the state’s executive
budget, which allocates $90 million
to bridge and road repairs for the
year.
The governor also rejected any
increase in tax rates. She stated that
South Carolina must “reduce our
tax burden every single year” and
proposed the elimination of the 6
percent income tax bracket. Under
current South Carolina tax code,
individuals and couples who earn
between $11,040 and $13,800 yearly
pay si x percent of t heir i ncome
to the state of South Carolina. In
Haley ’s speech, it was not clear
whether everyone in that and every

tax bracket below it would have their
state income tax eliminated or if only
those in that tax bracket would have
their state income tax eliminated.
Ha ley a lso u rged t he need to
continue to set an example for other
states that have proposed drastic cuts
or complete elimination of income
taxes.
“ O t he r s t at e s h a v e s e e n t he
s u c c e s s e s w e’ v e h a d i n S o u t h
Carolina and are nipping at our
heels,” she said. “Look around the
nation and see all the governors,
t he leg i sl at or s , t he s t at e s t h at
a re proposi ng sla sh i ng or even
eliminating their income taxes. We
have to keep up.”
W hile voicing her support for
school choice programs, Haley said
she wanted to “start a conversation”
about funding for K-12 education
in South Carolina. She compared

the schools her children attend in
the well-funded Lexington School
District One to the one she attended
in her hometown of Bamberg, S.C.,
calling it a “brick box.” She said
the rural district, like many others
in Sout h Carolina, lacked many
resources needed.
“ T he a mou nt of mo ne y t h at
ac t u a l ly touc he s a teac her a nd
student in the classroom is without
a doubt a factor in the differences
b e t w e e n t ho s e s c ho ol s — a nd
between the education that those
children receive,” she said.
Her solut ion wa s to not t a ke
money away from wealthier districts
in Lexington and Greenville, but to
“spend our dollars smarter” and fi nd
a solution through conversations
wit h t he chairmen of t he Senate
and House Education Committees
a nd S out h C a r ol i n a s t at e S e n .
Nikki Setzler, who she pointed out
as someone with a commitment to
public education.
Haley also addressed the recent
criminal hack of the Department
of Revenue, which put thousands
of S out h Ca rol i n a re sident s at
the risk of identity theft. She said

t he Depa r t ment of Re venue i s
currently encrypting “all personal
and sensitive data,” segmenting its
net works to f urt her protect t his
data and implementing additional
identification tools for Department
of Revenue employees.
“I’m not here to rehash that or to
look backward, except to say this:
When it comes to data security, the
state of South Carolina should have
done better in the past and will do
better in the future,” she said, while
noting that “there is no such thing as
absolute security.”
Haley did not, however, mention
anything about higher education
i n her hou rlong speech, save
for praising t he Sout h Carolina
Gamecocks and Clemson Tigers
on winning their respective bowl
games earlier in January. Gamecock
quarterback Dylan Thompson and
Tiger quarterback Tajh Boyd both
sat in t he f ront row for Haley ’s
speech and were honored wit h a
standing ovation from Haley, the
House, Senate and audience.
DG
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USC and Clemson quarterbacks Dylan Thompson (left) and Tajh Boyd, respectively,
shook hands and signed autographs after Gov. Haley’s State of the State address.

SORORITY ● Continued from 1
a house within two years of being
notified that they had been chosen
to colon ize, Ostebo said. W h ile
expansion of the Greek Village is
currently waiting on the acquisition
of that land — most likely what is
currently serving as a parking lot
nea r t he Ca rol i na C ol iseu m —
Ostebo said the organizations are all
eager to build a house if selected.
“They would love to recruit in
their house, so they want to build as
soon as possible,” she said.
C u r r e n t l y, t h e e x t e n s i o n
com m it tee is going t hrough t he
presentation process. Representatives
from each organization’s national
or international headquarters will
present to members of the extension
committee, the Office of Fraternity
and Sorority Life and the general
public this month, and the extension
com m it tee w i l l dec ide wh ich
organizations to choose based off
those presentations.
Pi Beta Phi was the fi rst to present
Wednesday night to a packed Russell
House Theater, filled mostly with
me mb er s of USC ’s 17 e x i s t i n g
sororit ies. A ssista nt Director of
Collegiate Services for Pi Beta Phi
Leigh Th iedeman described t he
org a n izat ion’s colon izat ion a nd
rec r u it ment pro ce s se s a nd sa id
Pi Beta Phi had already begun its
philanthropy in Columbia. During
RANKINGS ● Cont. from 1
said in a release t hat
he is excited about the
facult y’s w illing ness
to put in extra efforts
toward the program’s
success.
“Our faculty
recognize that to be a
21st cent ur y College

their extension committee’s visit,
members donated 500 books to the
Columbia community in efforts to
promote literacy, their international
philanthropic cause.
Thiedeman was confident in Pi
Beta Phi’s abilit y to successf ully
colonize at USC.
“We are ver y proud of the fact
that we have a 100-percent success
rate in terms of extension. Pi Phi
only pursues opportunities where
we can ensure financial support,”
T h ie de m a n s a id . “A t a t y pic a l
extension, Pi Phi commits more than
$150,000 to the success of a new
chapter. But we know ... this is more
than a typical extension opportunity.
We want you to k now t hat we’re
fi nancially prepared and committed
to a chapter at USC.”
A lpha O m ic ron Pi a nd A lpha
Xi Delta will both present in two
weeks. For each one, Ostebo and
the extension committee have high
expectations.
“We really need a group t hat’s
goi ng to m a rket to t he t y pe of
girls that are interested in joining
a sororit y here at USC,” Ostebo
said. “They’re going to be really
intelligent, so we’ll need academic
support; they’re independent, so we
need leadership roles. We defi nitely
wa nt t hem to compete w it h ou r
strong sororities here at USC.”
DG

of Educat ion t hat
ser ve s a nd prepa re s
professional educators,
leaders and scholars, we
must be innovative and
creative in designing
a nd of fer i ng on l i ne
courses and programs
t h at a re rele v a nt to
the needs of the field,”
Watson said.
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T he USC Col lege
of E ng i neer i ng a nd
Comput ing began
of fer i ng it s on l i ne
graduate degree
p r o g r a m i n 20 01.
It of f er s a do c t or a l
deg ree , a m a ster of
science and a master of
engineering degree.
St. John’s University
topped t he list of
best online graduate
educat ion prog rams,
and the University of
Sout her n Ca l ifor n ia
took top honors
among online graduate
engineering programs.
U.S. News surveyed
nearly 860 programs
this year to compile its
rankings.
DG
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Gov. Haley skips over
higher ed in speech
Being ignored never feels good, especially
when you’re standing right next to the person
ignoring you. Blocks away from the largest
research university in South Carolina, Gov.
Nik k i Haley neglected to mention the
role and needs of higher education in any
meaningful way.
“It’s unnerving
She
d id ,
to realize Haley h o w e v e r ,
congratulate USC
doesn’t take
and Clemson on
the time to
t heir successf u l
football teams, so
recognize the
least we have
impact of higher at
that.
education.”
It’s unnerving,
a n d d o w n r i g ht
scar y, to realize
your own governor doesn’t take the time
or effort to recognize the impact higher
education has made across South Carolina.
State funding for higher education has
decreased tremendously across the board
over the last few years, and many universities
struggle to keep the lights on, let alone
provide aid for disadvantaged students.
To Haley’s credit, she alluded t hat
education is key in the state. Yes, she talked
about vague K-12 initiatives she wants put
into place, but she made no mention of what
happens after graduation. No, college isn’t
for everyone, but at the very least she should
acknowledge the possibility, as well as its
potential for keeping intelligent, innovative
students in state to better South Carolina’s
community and economy. Without the state’s
support, such a task is becoming increasingly
difficult.
Haley avoided the nitty-gritty and chose
to focus on the ambiguous and superficial. By
making vague comments such as, “Having
a well-educated workforce is a real factor in
attracting more businesses,” and, “There’s
no surer path out of poverty ... than having
a good education,” Haley showcased her lack
of understanding of the problems higher
education in South Carolina faces.
It’s great Haley recognizes South Carolina
knows how to play football, but maybe she
should brush up on her academics, too.

The Issue: Mississipi’s controversial health care law
has made it the only state without an abortion clinic
Legislation step
back, not forward,
for women
M i s s i s s ip pi h a s t he
distinction of being last
among all states in just
about every
social a nd
economic
met r ic.
This is due,
in no small
part, to the
Steven
generally
Moore
backward
Third-year
thinking of
political science
t he s t at e’s
student
elec ted
officials. The controversy
o v e r a l aw p a s s e d b y
t he st ate leg islat u re
setting guidelines nearly
impossible for abortion
clinics to act ually
follow, w it h t he hopes
of an essential de facto
moratorium on abortions
in the state, is just another
iteration of the Old South
at tempt i ng to enforce
its will upon a modern
nation. Mississippi Gov.
Phil Bryant has admitted
t h at w it h t he l aw, he
intends to end abortion
in the state. Mississippi’s
actions in this case should
be alarming for two main
reasons.
First is from t he
women’s right s
perspective. Women have
the right to privacy and
the right to do with their
bodies as t hey feel f it.
This includes abortions.
Abortions are generally
not t he idea l solut ion
to t he challenge of
prospective parenthood,
but t hey should be
a n ava ilable opt ion.
Mississippi is attempting
to take abortion off the
table completely, which

is ju st u naccept able,
especially for a state that
ranks first in the nation
in teen pregnancies.
Howe v e r, t he mo r e
problematic issue is the
g e ne r a l t r e nd a m o n g
most ly conser vat ive
leaders in Sout her n
states to repudiate federal
pol ic ie s. Roe v. Wade
made abor t ion a r ight
to women, and the laws
passed in Mississippi are
thinly veiled attempts to
deny that right. This is
reminiscent of the fight
ag a i nst i nteg rat ion i n
t he m id-20t h cent u r y,
and attempts at secession
pr ior to t hat. I f t he
Supreme Court decides
in March that banning
s a me - s e x m a r r i a g e i s
u ncon st it ut ion a l, you
should expect to see the
s a me k i nd s of t ac t ic s
u sed. T he M ississippi
legislature feels it knows
what a wom a n shou ld
be able to do w it h her
body more t ha n t he
federal gover n ment
does, a nd even more
than the woman herself.
T h is f ra n k ly pet u la nt
patronizing is less about
a right to life and more
about rigid control and
forcing an archaic moral
code upon society.
M ississippi shou ld
not be allowed to force
the state’s only existing
abor t ion cl i n ic out of
existence. A woman has
the right to choose, and
the Supreme Court has
recognized this right. A
state should not simply be
able to, through political
maneuvering, effectively
invalidate that right. If
allowed to stand, it sets a
very dangerous precedent
for similar issues in the
future.

States must
reﬂect citizens’
core values
When people vote for
politicians, they vote for
whom they best believe
represents
t h e i r
values.
It shou ld
come to no
s u r pr i s e ,
then, that
Aaron
w h e n
McDuffie
dealing
First-year
w it h an
political science
i s s u e
student
such as
access to abortion clinics,
traditionally conservative
Mississippians would vote
to curtail access, if not
ban it outright. W hen
M ississippi Gov. Phil
Bryant, said he wanted
the state to be abortionfree, he simply reflected
both his views and the
views of his constituents.
The “controversial”
new law apparently has
everyone from outside
of Mississippi up in arms
over nothing. They claim
the law disadvantages
women, strips them of
their right to abortion
granted u nder Roe v.
Wade and will encourage
illegal and u nsafe
abortions.
But the new law simply
requires that abortion
clinics show proof that
each of its physicians
have hospital-admitting
pr i v i leg e s at a lo c a l
hospital. This, in direct
c ont r a s t t o c om mon
complaints, adds another
layer of protection for
women by ensuring that
their abortion providers
are not only capable, but
also able to take care of

them in an emergency.
In a state that has been
home to substandard
a b o r t io n p r o v i d e r s ,
regulation such as this is
crucial.
Yes, this new health
care law will close the
only abortion clinic in
the state. But instead of
being outraged, shouldn’t
opponents take a broader
look and examine why
the state has only one
abortion clinic or why it
couldn’t comply with this
new law?
The fact is t hat
M ississippians are
perh ap s some of t he
“reddest” citizens in the
nation, and they typically
embrace conser vative,
a nt i-abor t ion va lues.
According to the
Guttmacher Institute,
Mississippi reports the
second-lowest rate of
legal abor t ions out
of all 50 states and the
District of Columbia .
Organizations such as
Gallup and Americans
United For Life also rank
it as the most religious
states and as one of the
more anti-abortion states
in the union, respectively.
In America, states have
the right to make laws
that reflect the views and
values of its citizens as
long as it doesn’t interfere
with the rights of others
— and this law doesn’t.
The law is not
m isog y n ist ic, it’s not
anti-woman, nor is it any
of the other drivel that
critics claim. Mississippi’s
politicians did something
right when it listened to
its constituents and made
laws that ref lect their
views. This is something
to be applauded, not
disparaged.

Presidential power should be used sparingly
Executive orders don’t align with
country’s democratic principles
Presidents have been expanding the power of the
executive order — a rule created by the president
himself — since the U.S. was founded. Unfortunately,
since President Barack Obama was elected in 2008,
this process has been put into hyperdrive. As America
heads toward another debt ceiling crisis, the president
has said he would be more than willing to accept
additional powers so he could set America’s debt limit
without having to receive congressional approval.
If Obama were granted that power, it would not
be the first time he has overstepped his executive
rights granted by the Constitution. Just look back
to the comments Obama made Monday explaining
how he may just use an executive order instead of
legislation to deal with guns. If you go back further,
you’ll remember we went to war with Libya with no
congressional approval, when the president made
appointments for government positions with no
senatorial approval, or even when he just stopped

enforcing parts of U.S. immigration law and
effectively rewrote it.
It is important to realize how executive powers have
changed over time. Executive orders first started to
morph under Franklin D. Roosevelt, and
he helped to change the way presidents
thought of using this power. He did it by
having Congress amend the language
in the War Powers Act of 1917 to no
longer exclude the American people.
This amendment to the language gave
Matthew
the president the power to declare
DeMarco
“national emergencies,” and then pass
First-year
laws without the approval of Congress
journalism
to “fix the emergency.” This newfound,
student
almost dictatorlike power allowed FDR
to put together his New Deal in record time.
The problem with executive orders is that they
usurp Congress, essentially bypassing represented
constituents. Also, they’re difficult for Congress
to “check” because it requires Congress to pass
a law against the executive order. However, the
president usually ends up vetoing the new law, and

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
Viewpoints page is to stimulate discussion
in the Universit y of South Carolina
community. All published authors are
expected to provide logical arguments to
back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers three
methods of expression: letters to the
editor, guest columns and feedback on
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should
be subm it ted v ia ema il to ed itor @
dailygamecock.com. Letters must be 200
to 300 words in length and include the

the executive order stays in effect unless Congress
overrules the veto with a two-thirds vote. This just
doesn’t seem right in a country whose very existence
is due to people who fought to break free from the
grips of a king.
It’s one thing to use an executive order to clarify an
existing law, but it is quite another to try and challenge
the Constitution via executive order. However, some,
like the United Kingdom’s newspaper The Guardian,
believe the president should see how far the courts
would let him go on executive orders concerning
recent issues such as the debt crisis or gun control.
Unfortunately, the precedent set by an action like
this can only lead to more and more power in the
office of the executive.
History, both distant and recent, repeatedly shows
that giving more and more power to the man at the
top ultimately does not turn out well. Think U.S.S.R.,
North Korea, China, Nazi Germany, Venezuela.
Some may consider these extreme examples, but
look how far the executive order has come on the
precedent of FDR. Now, it appears President Obama
plans to set the next precedent.

author’s name, year in school and area
of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m n s. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
subm issions to about 50 0 words in
length and include the author’s name and
position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length and
clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of T he Da i ly G a mecock a nd must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock,
let us know about it. Email editor@dailygamecock.com and
we will print the corrections in our next issue.

The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper
of the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall
and spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception
of university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The Daily
Gamecock are those of editors or author and not those of the University of
South Carolina. The Board of Student Publications and Communications
is the publisher of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media
is the newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies may be
purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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“We all like chicken.”
— Malcolm X

TROPICAL
THRILL
Thursday, January 17, 2013

Healthy alternative grille opens
its doors on Main Street
Mary Cathryn Armstrong

MARMSTRONG@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

R

ice and beans. Sitting solo on
you r pl ate , b a rely touc h i ng
across the plastic foam divider,
they may seem a rather lonely
pair. But when these noble foods
are paired with a tantalizing blend of meats,
spice and sauce done Tropical Grille –style,
the meal transforms into a high-speed
vehicle with only one destination: island
flavor.
After a teasing poster announced the
island eatery’s arrival a few short months
ago in the space formerly occupied by
pasta powerhouse Brioso, Tropical Grille
has finally fired up for the public. With
the front doors propped open to let in the
unseasonably warm Columbia night air,
patrons are beckoned in by the heady aroma
of sizzling meats and fresh, housemade
sauces. Tropical’s interior, illuminated only
by a few dim lights hovering over a slew of
tables and window seating, is prime for a
relaxing dinner. It’s cozy and comfortable
without feeling like a hole-in-the-wall
establishment where one’s plate is slung in
front of them in a hurry.
Billed as a “healthy alternative” to your
typical fast-food meal (no fries found here),
Tropical’s menu reflects a myriad of crisp
ingredients and appetizing combinations of
chicken and pork dishes known as “chops”
for their grilled, slice and dice process.
Each item is prepared made-to-order in
plain view of the customers, who laugh
and chatter just outside the open charcoal
window. Chicken is seared, hacked into
bite-sized pieces and laid to rest in a bed
of r ice u nder ha nd-picked delect able
ingredients.
The chain’s most popular items, denoted
by a thumbs-up on the menu, include the
Cuban chop with grilled chicken, black
beans and rice priced at $6.25 for t he
regular and only $2 more for the large
plate. The same dish can also be made with
marinated roasted pork for a more Cuban
flavor. The South of the Border chop is also
listed as a crowd-pleaser, mixing Mexican
elements like chunk y salsa, guacamole
and sour cream with yellow rice, grilled
chicken and cheddar cheese for $6.49 or
$8.99.
C at er i n g t o t he he a lt h c o n s c iou s ,
Tropical’s menu also houses items prepared
in accordance to standards set by t he
American Heart Association. Options like
the chicken veggie chop made with chicken
and steamed seasonal vegetables ($5.29 or
$7.49) mind the calories, cholesterol and fat
content, creating a fi lling meal that won’t

bust the button off your jeans and also isn’t
Subway.
For the same price, diners can choose the
classic chicken chop, which comes served
over yellow rice with any of Tropical’s
signature sauces. The made-daily sauces
include a sultry barbecue sauce, sweet and
sour, mustard curry and a garlic mojito
that may look innocent but certainly packs
a punch. For an extra 50 cents, you can
upgrade to the deluxe classic chop, which
comes topped with lettuce and tomatoes.
Vegetarian opt ions craf ted wit h black
beans, lettuce, tomatoes, sour cream and
cheddar cheese with rice are also available
for $4.99 or $6.99. A rotating menu of daily
specials is on tap to keep things interesting.
Not in the mood for a big dish? Never
fear, Tropical Grille offers a separate menu
strictly consisting of chops funneled into
wraps, sandwiches and green salads. For
$6.95, the chicken caesar wrap comes with
chicken breast, romaine, Parmesan cheese
and dressing nestled in a warm pita. Classic
wraps come with chicken, lettuce, tomatoes
and signature sauce for $4.99, while the
deluxe tosses in yellow rice for $5.49.
A Cuban-st yle steak sandwich priced
a t $ 6 .75 c o m e s w it h t h i n l y s l i c e d ,
mout hwater i ng si rloi n stea k w it h
caramelized onions, lettuce, tomato and
potato sticks pressed between hot Cuban
bread. For a lighter meal, go for the garden
salad with dual iceberg and romaine lettuce
mixed with diced tomatoes, cheddar cheese

Photos by Mary Cathryn Armstrong / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Chicken is seasoned, grilled, chopped and topped with fresh ingredients as customers look on.

and dressing for $4.99, or add chicken for
an additional $2.
For those nights when you don’t feel
like cooking dinner for the family, head to
Tropical Grille for a savory, healthy meal
everyone can enjoy. A “family of four meal”
can be purchased for $16.99 with chopped
chicken, four sides, sauces and one 2-liter
drink . Eight-person families can double
their dining for only $32.99.
For frequent diners, Tropical even offers
a special VIP program. Just buy one chop
and receive the free card to get started.
A f ter you’ve consu med f ive del icious
chops, have the sixth one on them. And
who doesn’t love free food? The restaurant,
which also has two other locations in the
state, is already receiving a warm welcome
from the Columbia communit y, with a
few diners making weekly stops for fresh
chops.
“We came in because we t hought it
sou nded like an interest ing concept,”
Colu mbia nat ive M a r y A n ne H i nton
said . “We were surprised at how fresh
ever y t h ing was a nd how well t he
ingredients blended together. It was really
tasty, and we’ll defi nitely be back.”
Tropical Grille, located at 601 Main St.
on the corner of Blossom, is open Monday
through Friday from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and
on Saturday and Sunday until 7 p.m.
DG
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Simpson’s CINEMA
Holiday season ushers in slew
of triumphant Hollywood ﬁlms
Tyler Simpson

7

Holiday
Recap

3. Django Unchained

TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

1. The Hobbit

Courtesy of collider.com

Courtesy of collider.com

Wit h 17 Oscars and nearly $3
billion in the worldwide box office,
Peter Jackson’s “Lord of the Rings”
series established itself as one of
t he greatest t rilogies in histor y.
Now, Jackson delivers the gift fans
have been begging for since “The
Fellowship of the Ring” — the fi rst
film to prequel the trilog y based
on J.R.R. Tolkien’s “The Hobbit.”
Compared to the original series, the
fi lm’s visuals are equally stunning,

but it takes on a more light-hearted
tone w it h it s com ic a l ac t ion,
including singing dwarves and oafish
goblins. The only disappointment
i n “ T h e H o b b it ” c o m e s f r o m
t he decision to st retch t he slim
children’s book into a trilogy instead
of the originally planned fi lm pair.
Audiences are nearly an hour into
the film before Bilbo steps outside
his home and actually begins his
adventure.

A side from “Les M is,” I would
have to say “Django Unchained”
was t he most entertain ing of all
Hollywood fi lms during the holidays.
To simplif y t he plot, Jamie Fox x
plays a freed slave who teams with
a bounty hunter (Christoph Waltz)
to rescue his enslaved wife. As with
all Quent in Tarant ino f ilms, t he
violence is exceedingly graphic, so
much that I still can’t believe one
couple took t hei r baby to see it

during my screening. But amid all
of the violence, “Django” presents
a darkly comedic tone that helps to
hold the audience’s attention as they
chuckle at the over-the-top brutality.
Be forewarned, though: The film
takes place in 1858 during the times
of slavery, and contains probably the
most frequent use of the N-word than
any other movie. This will no doubt
prove offensive to some, but there is
the matter of time period to consider.

4. This Is 40

2. Les Misérables

Courtesy of MCT Campus

“Les Misérables” was definitely
the most unforgettable movie-going
experience of the holiday season.
However, the style in which it was
filmed also makes it the best musical
to come to theaters in a decade. By
having the actors sing live instead of
during postproduction, the vocals
resonate in a much deeper manner,
pre vent i ng t h at d i st a nt feel i ng
between the characters and audience
that most musical fi lms suffer from.

Plus, the cast is nothing short of
wonderf ul (and yes, that includes
Russell Crowe) . A nne Hathaway’s
heartbreaking rendition of “I Dreamed
a Dream” is no doubt the main reason
she’s garnered much acclaim for her
performance, one easily comparable
to Jennifer Hudson’s show-stopping
number from “Dreamgirls” (2006).
If only the camera stood still long
enough for the audience to bask in the
solid entertainment.

now hiring

advertising
RepRESEntatives
Join the dynamic advertising team in the office of Student
Media. We have two entry level positions available and
are looking for talented & dedicated sophomores or
juniors who are ready to take it to the next level.
We have a 98% hire rate after graduation. In fact, many of
our long term team members have a job lined up BEFORE
they graduate.

Do you have
what it takes?
Email sarahs@mailbox.sc.edu
for more information

This is a commission only
position that requires 15
hours a week.

Courtesy of collider.com

R e m e m b e r t h at c o u p le f r o m
“Knocked Up” (2007) played by Paul
Rudd and Leslie Mann? Well, Pete
and Debbie got their own movie.
But compared to ot her successes
Judd Apatow has produced, such as
“Superbad” (2007) and “Bridesmaids”
(2011), “This Is 40” definitely isn’t
his best directorial work. The main
problem l ie s w it h t he t wo lead
characters, who spend so much time

bringing out the worst in each other
that it’s hard not to root for divorce.
It’s also packed with many supporting
characters (several of whom have
frequented Apatow films in the past)
that they all feel terribly underwritten
and just there for humor’s sake. But at
it’s best moments, “This Is 40” can
be brutally funny.
DG
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EMPLOYMENT
Part Time Servers
M Gourmet Group/Miyos is
looking for part-time servers at
all 8 locations. Please visit our
website at www.miyos.com
and send in an application.
You can also email resumes at
edradag@yahoo.com.
Email edradag@yahoo.com
PT Sales Position
PT Sales position available
in high fashion optical
boutique for responsible,
fashion conscious individual.
Enjoy working with nice
clients in nice location!
Sales experience a plus.
Hours 9-5:30 Mon-Sat.
Must be available most
Saturdays. Please send
resume, references, available
hours and compensation
requirements. Email
eyes.r.us@hotmail.com
Best Job on Campus! Be
a Carolina Caller! Flexible
Schedule, Work Nights and
Weekends, $7.5/hr, Tuition
Assistance, Apply Online
sc.thecallingcenter.com

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

Telecounseling
Positions Available
The Office of Undergraduate
Admissions is looking for
enthusiastic, dedicated
undergraduate students to
assist with recruitment this
year by calling prospective
students, admitted students
and their parents. Applicants
should possess strong
communication skills,
enthusiasm for USC, good
work ethic, professionalism,
and basic computer and
telephone skills. Students are
required to work a minimum
of two nights per week during
the hours of 5:00 to 9:00 pm
Monday through Thursday
throughout the school year,
except on University holidays.
Telecounseling pays $7.50/
hr, and training begins
on Monday February 4th.
Applications are available in
the Office of Undergraduate
Admissions located on the
Horseshoe in Lieber College.
Application deadline: January
25th at 5:00 pm. For more
information, please call
Alexandra Scovel at 777-9106.

Why USC?
Gamecock Connection
Positions Available
Tell us why you love USC!
The Office of Undergraduate
Admissions is looking for
enthusiastic, dedicated
students to assist with
recruiting prospective students
at Admissions special events.
In this role you can share your
love for USC with prospective
students, admitted
students and their parents.
Applicants should possess
strong communication
skills, enthusiasm for
USC, good work ethic,
and professionalism. We
are looking for volunteers
to assist with Admissions
events this spring, and there
will be a mandatory training
meeting for new members.
Applications are available in
the Office of Undergraduate
Admissions located on the
Horseshoe in Lieber College.
Application deadline: Friday,
February 1st at 5:00 pm. For
more information, please call
Alexandra Scovel at
803-777-9106.

PHD • JORGE CHAM

EMPLOYMENT
NO NITES NO WKNDS PULL
HARDWARE CUT BLINDS
PT*8.25 HR*DRUG TEST
REQUIRED* 15-20 HRS PER
WEEK*CALL BETWEEN
9AM-3PM to set appointment
to interview. 256-1646 Stier
Supply. Must bring schedule
to interview. When semester
changes can adjust schedule.
COMPUTER PROGRAMMER
NEEDED
COMPUTER PROGRAMMER
NEEDED TO WRITE
PROGRAM(S) FOR GAME
FOR SMART PHONE AND
TABLET APPLICATIONS, AND
FOR USE ON PC AND MAC
COMPUTERS.
Email wuminyo@gmail.com
Drivers Needed
EPI, a USC department,
needs responsible drivers
for student trips. Graduate
students preferred. Must be
able to drive a 15 passenger
van. Weekly hours range from
5-20 hours. Hours vary with
events. $10/hr.
Email kathy_bledsoe@epi.
sc.edu or call 777-8231.

TRAVEL

9

FOR SALE

BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days.
All prices include: Round-trip
luxury party cruise.
Accommodations on the
island at
your choice of 13 resorts.
Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018

SERVICES
Parking Spaces
Pickens at Blossom. $280
semester. 799-3452

OPPORTUNITIES
$BARTENDING$, $300/Day
Potential, NO EXPERIENCE
NEC.Training Available.
800-965-6520 XT253

THE SCENE
TODAY
MIRANDA LAMBERT
7:30 p.m., $27 to $51.75
Colonial Life Arena,
801 Lincoln St.
MEL WASHINGTON, NED DURRETT
& THE KINDLY GENTS, YOSEF
8 p.m., $8 cover
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

TOMORROW

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Confirm travel
arrangements to avoid
delays. Push a head
to t he next level and
expand your network.
A commit ment made
now will last. Discover
unexpected treasure in
the process.

A dream captures your
i mag i nat ion. M a ke
a list of necessar y
improvement s a nd
h a n d le o b l i g at io n s .
A t h r if t y decision
surprises even you. Old
can be better than new.
Love grows luck.

Good planning leads
to abundance. Do you
need new equipment?
Post pone a shopping
trip and make a private
a r r a n g e m e n t . Tr y
something exotic. See
if anyone else agrees
with you.

Yo u m a y d i s c o v e r
unusual social
responsibi l it ies, a nd
change v iews around
g r o u p m e m b e r s h ip .
Keep finances private,
even as you pay a n
old debt and resist a
temptation.

Postpone long journeys.
Give up control; a wild
s c h e m e w o n’t w o r k .
Slow down for a shaky
sit u at ion. Uncover
c u r iou s re sou rce s at
home that revitalize your
hear t, a nd recon nect
with a loved one.

The more you
complete, the
m o r e y o u ’ l l k n o w.
I m merse you rself i n
a n enter pr ise. Don’t
t el l e ver y t h i n g yet .
You find a gem in the
p r o c e s s . Wa t c h f o r
angels, too.

A surprise event causes
a change in direction.
It could get outrageous.
To o m u c h ! L e t t h e
sit uat ion calm dow n
as the full story comes
out. Keep it cool.

E x pa nd a space a nd
f i l l it w it h c re at i ve
spark. Convince
others to participate. A
startling development
or educational
breakthrough develops.

Be cool, you’re
at t ract i ng at tent ion.
An argument sends you
looking for facts. Don’t
overlook a pa r t ner’s
ne e d s . You c o n ne c t
behind the scenes.

Par t nersh ip reaps
extra dividends, like a
welcome assig n ment
or unexpected bonus.
Yo u’r e p r e t t y c u t e ,
t o o . E nj o y a s o c i a l
diversion. Barter with
favors, t rades and
coup on s ... save t he
cash.

Press for more dat a,
a nd g r aph prog re s s.
Review who needs to
k now what. A f riend
helps you make a longdistance connection. A
child is full of surprises.

Have faith in your own
imag inat ion, despite
a n awk ward moment
wit h a nat urally
critical person. Gently
persuade others to your
view. Ride out changes
at the top gracefully.

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

TODAY
C ROLI
CA
L NA PRO
R DU
DUCT
CTIO
ONS:
COM
MEDY HYPNO
YPNOTTIST
ST DAL
A EK
8 p.m.., fr
freee w ith Caro
Ca oli
linaCaard
Ru
usssell l Housee Theaater

JEREMIAH RICHEY
10 p.m., $5 cover
Tin Roof, 1022 Senate St.
“FIVE LESBIANS EATING A QUICHE”
8 p.m., $15 students / $22 general
Trustus Theatre, 520 Lady St.
01/17/13

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

01/17/13

1 2 3 4

for 01/16/13

ACROSS
1 Sieben und eins
5 Roe source
9 Finish the
doughnuts?
14 New York
restaurateur
15 Not, some time
back
16 “The Kiss”
sculptor
17 Certain conic
sections
19 Gladiator’s milieu
20 Choir members
during the
sermon?
22 Reaction to one
who’s revolting
23 Palais denizen
24 Grocery
employee
dealing with a
shortage of shelf
space?
33 Neighbor of Arg.
34 Evoke gaiety with
gags at a gig
35 He shared the
peace prize with
Shimon and
Yitzhak
36 “Do the __”
38 Male sovereigns’
address
41 Polynesian
pendant
42 Lent a hand
44 __ Jackson,
Fonda title role
46 One of the 10
lowest digits?
47 Top sellers
sealing the deal?
51 Monodrama
about Capote
52 Toy magnate __
Schwarz
53 News hound’s
sign-off?
61 Anglo-__
62 Road safety
feature
63 Throw out
64 Once, once
65 Make eyes at
66 Indian noble
67 “He __ not sleep”:
Shelley
68 Pill bottle
instruction
DOWN
1 Some cobras
2 Spiced tea

3 Cape __
4 Disastrous
5 Reef exploration
gear
6 Dutchman who
painted “Gypsy
Girl”
7 Got __ deal
8 “L.A. Law” actor
9 Please
10 Actress Loughlin
11 Yemeni port
12 Sock it to
13 Faline’s mother,
in Salten’s
“Bambi”
18 Bremen brew
21 Pot marker
24 Poison __
25 Hiker’s route
26 Best
27 Heyerdahl craft
28 Corn product
29 Budgetary waste
30 Last Supper
question
31 Maker of Coolpix
cameras
32 “Peer Gynt Suite”
composer
37 Boys and men
39 Lilly of
pharmaceuticals
40 Outline, as a plan
43 International thaw
45 Convenient

Solutions from 01/16/13

greeting
48 Sch. basics
49 Progressed in
waves
50 Dragster’s
wheels
53 Indian noble
54 Paddy team
55 Viva __
56 Cannes cash
57 Tense time?
58 Emilia’s husband
59 Lofgren of the E
Street Band
60 TV show about a
high school

choir
61 Rev.’s speech
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USC looks to get offense flowing
Women’s basketball to host LSU
after 42-20 loss against Georgia
Isabelle Khurshudyan

Women’s tennis to open
spring season Monday

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Though South Carolina will be the
home team against Louisiana State
tonight, it will be out of its element.
The No. 19 Gamecock s w ill be
playing in the Carolina Coliseum at 7
p.m. instead of the Colonial Life Arena
due to a scheduling conflict between the
arena and the SEC. Country musicians
Miranda Lambert and Dierks Bentley
will take the stage at Colonial Life while
the Coliseum hosts its first official college
basketball game since 2002.
Although USC didn’t initially plan
for the change of scenery, it could be a
welcome change after the team’s 42-40
loss at Georgia.
“Maybe if we do well enough we’ll play
more games here,” senior guard Ieasia
Walker said.
The Gamecocks (14-3, 2-2 SEC)
are familiar with the Coliseum from
practicing there in the summer and
shooting there throughout the year
outside of practice. Walker said she’s heard
the story of the history of the building
since men’s basketball had a sustained
period of winning there.
Besides Walker saying the Coliseum is
hotter than Colonial Life, the Gamecocks
are treating tonight’s game like any other.
Despite the 2-2 start to conference play,
coach Dawn Staley isn’t ready to call
the matchup against LSU (11-6, 2-2) a
“must-win.”
“It’s a game that we would like to
have,” Staley said. “We’re playing on our
home court, and you’ve got to take care
of home. You’ve got to take care of home
because road wins are hard to come by
in this league. We dropped one that we
should’ve had against Georgia, but I think
our future is bright.”
While returning to the Gamecocks’

Danny Garrison

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Olivia Barthel / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Senior Ieasia Walker said USC’s offense has been stagnant and needs to get on track.
old home will be nostalgic for some,
the team’s offense has been forgettable
in its losses to ranked SEC opponents
Tennessee and Georgia, scoring 53 and
40 points, respectively. Walker said the
team has been falling into long scoring
droughts, and the best way to snap out of
those is to drive the lane rather than settle
for perimeter shots.
The challenge has been that when
USC drives the lane, it’s getting fouled
and its free-throw percentage is just 54
percent. Now that opposing teams have
successfully defended the Gamecocks

HOW TO
GET TO THE GAME

Tonight’s game will be played at the Carolina Coliseum. Students,
faculty and staff can show their CarolinaCard at the turnstiles at any
entrance for free admission. CenterPlate will operate concession
stands on the concourse level of the Coliseum, offering hot dogs,
nachos, popcorn and drinks. Doors will open at 6 p.m.

with a zone defense, Walker said USC
has to be more prepared for that against
upcoming competition.
“It’s really important to get back on
track,” Walker said. “We’ve got to get
our offense flowing. Right now, it’s been
stagnant ... Our defense is our staple, but
once our offense gets going, we’ll start
being able to compete with the teams that
are ranked.”
Staley said part of the problem with
the offense is that the Gamecocks need
to play in transition more than they have
recently. Ideally, Staley said the team
should be able to shoot more fluidly as
opposed to passing the ball around in
response to the zone.
With the new venue, the Gamecocks
will try something new to reignite their
offense, playing at a faster pace against
an up-tempo LSU team. But Staley isn’t
ready to change everything just because
the team has struggled lately or because
it’ll be on a different court.
“I think this team would play outside if
we had to play outside,” Staley said. “The
venue has changed, but our approach to
the game hasn’t changed.”
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Barnette focuses on serve, strategy
South Carolina to
face in-state rivals
Nikki Leak

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

A f ter play i ng baseba l l
and basketball when he was
you nger, sophomore Ben
Barnette was introduced to
the game of tennis at age 11
by a friend at a local country
club.
With his history of playing
team sports, Barnette said he
enjoys playing doubles more
than singles, in which he also
competes.
“ W he n I ’m pl a y i n g
doubles, I feel like it’s not just
me out there,” Barnette said.
Barnette and his partner,
sophomore Thiago Pinheiro,
started their spring season
with an 8-3 win over Charlotte
last weekend as USC’s third
doubles team . They were
already winning their match
against Presbyterian when
it was suspended because
the Gamecocks had already
clinched a win.
Bar net te a nd Pi n heiro
will look to continue their
winning streak when No.
39 South Carolina takes on
Furman and Appalachian
St ate i n a doubleheader
Saturday.
During practice, Barnette
has focused on drills that
would better his ser ve, a
part of his game that he said
“always held me back.” To
improve, he has received help
from coaches that will hone
his skill.
“This year especially, I

Rose debuts
as Gamecock
assistant coach

feel very confident about my
serve,” Barnette said.
Since arriving at USC,
Barnette , a Spartanburg,
S.C., native , has paid less
attention to the technique of
his game, focusing instead on
the mental aspect of each set
he plays.
“This year, I’ve learned to
become very mentally tough,”
Barnette said. “I’ve just been
more solid and consistent
each and every match. All
the aspects of my game have
really improved in the last
year or two.”
W hen play i ng ag a i n st
Furman and Appalachian
State on Saturday, Barnette
said he will continue using
the method he knows work
for him. After watching the
tape of himself playing last
weekend, he said his biggest
strength was that he played
within himself.
“I didn’t try to do anything
incredibly flashy,” Barnette
said. “I went out there and
was very consistent.”
Barnette said he wasn’t
always a consistent player
because he didn’t have a
c e r t a i n s t r at e g y b e f o r e
college. Now, his current
st r ateg y, wh ich con sist s
of a calculated game that
breaks down his opponent, is
something he has worked on
with coach Josh Goffi.
The sophomore sees this
change as an improvement
that helped his game against
Charlotte and Presbyterian.
“I knew what I was going
to do behind every single shot
I hit,” Barnette said.
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Sophomore Ben Barnette has worked to improve his strategy.
Getting inside his
opponents’ heads enhances his
ability to help the Gamecocks
w i n. G of f i sa id t hat for
Barnette, improvement rests
in “playing with a consistent
breakdown mentality.”
Barnette’s work ethic and
strides toward improvement
have been noticed by the
people he works with.
“Ben has worked extremely
hard, and he’s done exactly
what’s he’s supposed to do,”
Goffi said.
Pinheiro’s doubles partner
la st sea son wa s a sen ior
who graduated, but he said
Barnet te has played well
de s pit e h av i ng m i n i m a l
playing time last season.

“Ben is an awesome kid,
and he’s doing an amazing
job,” Pinheiro said.
Barnette said he had a later
start in tennis than many
of his teammates, who have
been playing since they were
3 or 4 years old. He said he
enjoyed the sport because it
was “a new challenge.”
But in his second season
at USC, his focus will be on
being a consistent force in
South Carolina’s lineup.
“I just want to be reliable
and that way my teammates
ca n rely on me to come
t h rou gh i n t he c lut c h ,”
Barnette said.

Com i ng out of h igh school,
Georgia Rose was recruited by USC
coach Kevin Epley to play tennis for
William & Mary, where Epley was
coaching at the time.
I nstead, she had a successf ul
collegiate career at Northwestern,
where she garnered both Big Ten
Player of the Year and ITA Midwest
Regional Senior of the Year honors to
go with All-America nods in all four
years.
But after three seasons on the
coaching staff at Illinois, Rose has
joined the Gamecocks as an assistant
coach. She will make her USC debut
when the women’s tennis team gets
its spring schedule underway Monday
with t wo home matches against
in-state rivals Winthrop and USC
Upstate.
“I knew that when I got back into
college tennis that she would be top
on my list to bring in as an assistant
coach,” Epley said. “So far she’s been
a great addition to the team, and it’s
becoming more and more evident
every day that we’re philosophically
alike.”
Sout h Carolina last took t he
court Nov. 4 in the New Mexico
Fall Inv itat ional to wrap up its
2012 fall campaign. In the meet,
freshman Ximena Siles Luna and
junior Dominika Kanakova both
took singles titles in finals wins over
New Mexico’s Kristin Eggleston and
Utah’s Natasha Smith, respectively.
Siles Luna, a native of Lima, Peru,
entered her freshman campaign with
an already-impressive resume. She
has been ranked as high as No. 167 on
the International Tennis Federation
Junior Circuit and owns a 62-35
singles record in the circuit to go with
her 53-29 doubles mark.
“I was happy that she did very
well,” coach Kevin Epley said. “But
I think we did have some prett y
high expectations of her coming in
based on her junior wins and overall
experience as a junior player.”
Siles Luna led South Carolina in
singles wins during the fall season
with a final mark of 12-2. She also
carries a perfect 6-0 doubles record
into the upcoming spring campaign.
The Winthrop Eagles have already
played their first match of 2013,
taking down Wofford 7-0 on Sunday.
However, Epley is fixing his eyes upon
his own players and their approach to
the match rather than dwelling on
what the opponents have done.
“Certainly having a match under
your belt gets your competitive juices
flowing,” Epley said. “But we’re just
focusing on ourselves and being as
match-ready as we can on that first
day of competition.”
A player to watch for the Eagles,
and Winthrop’s No. 1, is junior
Andressa Garcia . In Sunday’s win
over the Terriers, Garcia posted a
6-4, 6-1 singles victory to go with an
8-2 doubles win alongside freshman
Tijana Uzelac. The trip to Columbia
will be the second of an eight-game
road trip for the Eagles.
Monday’s contest will be Upstate’s
f irst of t he spring season . The
Spartans closed out their 2012 fall
schedule on a high note wit h a
convincing collection of victories
at Gardner-Webb on Nov. 4. Two
of Upstate’s doubles pairs went
undefeated, while sophomore Isabel
Von Stryk and junior Taylor Cohen
each took all three of their singles
matches, Von Stryk managing to do
so in straight sets.
Monday’s competition will begin
at 10 a.m . when South Carolina
takes on Winthrop, and at 3 p.m. the
Gamecocks will turn around to take
on USC Upstate.
Epley carries a cautious optimism
with him into the spring season and
sees a strong upside for his Gamecock
team.
“For the most part they’ve stepped
up to the plate and have been pretty
motivated and have come together
as a team,” Epley said. “I think in
a couple of months, getting some
matches under our belt, they’re going
to be a pretty tough team.”
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